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            Rain, Rain, Go away ! 

 

With record breaking amounts of rain, itôs really cutting into one of my favorite enjoyments in life, rid-

ing the HOG®. Yes, we can all ride in the rain, but how enjoyable is it ? We had our first Poker Run of 

the year and instead of the anticipated 150 registrants, the rain clouds flexed their muscles and only 52 

registered for this Mayôs run. Lorraine, Marilyn and Jan were ready and waiting with road kill on a bun 

from the barbi, and served with a big smile. (Of course they were smiling; they were taking our money!) 

Dan was pacing up and down Clareôs foyer hoping he remembered everything for the run to go off 

smoothly for the 1st poker run on his watch. (Good job, Danno!). He only wore out 2 clipboardsé LOL. 

The father and daughter team of Terry and Nicki, (last yearôs poker run winner, BTW), were at the regis-

tration table ready to take your money. (Great job!) The Road Captains were like the military: well 

trained and waiting for action, but they had a light day with only 2 groups being lead out.  

 

After the 1st stop in Port Colborne, quite a few of the 2nd group, including a few of the Road Captains, 

decided this was not so much fun riding in the rain and proceeded to cut out the 2nd card stop at the 

Palmwood. After bugging Randy to ride with us in our poker run, I wasnôt about to cut the ride short 

because of a little rain. We canoed, I mean, rode our bikes through Port Colborne, through ñLake 

Lennyò, (as it was endearingly called by Rosaire last time we rode through the scenic Lake Erie shore-

line, with a foot of water on the road at one point, but none this time around), to the Palmwood where 

the 1st soggy group was just heading out to the next card stop at the Riverside. They were all in good 

spirits, though, and remarked on how many hours it was going to take to clean up the bikes afterwards. 

Bear said something about his thong riding up, but I just thought his rain suit was a little snug.  Simo 

was so upset that this was the 1st time he was ever, ever caught in the rain with his bike that he parked 

his bike and called a buddy to come and pick him up. His buddy showed up with his girlfriend and 

though Iôm not sure, I think the girlfriend rode Simoôs bike home. 

 

After a little coffee with Randy and Simo, the rain let up and it was an enjoyable ride to the Riverside, 

Georgina gave me a stern ótalking toô because of the weather. Sorry Georgina, I will do better next time. 

Back at the Montrose, there were quite a few dry people there including April. I asked the question, ñI 

guess your rain suits worked out good eh ?òé and the common answer was, ñWell, we went home and 

got our carsò. Dinner was served and Val and Simoôs broasted chicken was top notch as usual. I think I 

may have eaten a little extra. MaryAnn did her magic at the prize table and the prize board. Thanks to 

Clareôs and Bill Miller for their donations. Thanks to Rosaire and Theresa for helping out with the 

prizes. As I mentioned once before, a lot of behind the scenes activity goes into making a poker run 

smooth, regardless of how many people show up. Thanks to Head Road Captain Bruce for putting the 

route together.  It was raining so much Bruce did the practice poker run route via his truck, but he later 

indicated that was his romantic time with Suzanne. Some Jeff Foxworthy lines come to mind, Bruce. At 

the end of the day, a good time was had by all who came out.  Iôm looking forward to the next poker run 

in August where Simo will be putting the route together. Round and round the Montrose ??? Anyway, it 

canôt rain on both our poker runs this year, can it ?? 

Itôs still all about riding, laughing and having fun, even in the RAIN! 
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Welcome new members !  

Niagara Chapter t -shirt quilt  
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The Bear Report from Bear C.  
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Niagara Chapter t -shirt quilt  

Please donôt forgeté  to purchase your 

tickets to win our awesome Niagara Chap-

ter t-shirt quilt of 2011 !!!   

 

Tickets are 3 for $5.00 

 

Proceeds are going to Camp Huronda for 

kids with diabetes. 

 

A special thanks to everyone that gener-

ously donated a t-shirt  to the quilt!   

 

    It was nice to see such a large group of new and old faces at breakfast, in particular 

Maggie & Mark who havenõt been able to attend for a couple of months. 

 Ken Pearce led a ride for the new members on Saturday April 30.  There was a good turnout and the weather 

co-operated to make it a good day.   

 We sure could have used the same weather on Sunday for our Poker Run.   

Bruce Bissell put together a great route for us and I want to thank him and Dan for all their efforts.   

 Remember to watch the other guy on the roads.  Since itõs the beginning of our riding season, car drivers have 

forgotten that weõre out there sharing the roads with them.  Be sure to ride defensively.   

 

òWatch the Signsó 

>A police officer pulled over two women on a motorcycle, and said to the rider, òMaõam youõre driving much too slowly, 

could you please drive faster?ó 

>And the woman says, òOh, I saw the sign with the ò21ó and assumed the speed limit was 21 km/h.ó 

>The officer explains:  òNo maõam, the speed limit is 80.  The highway number is 21.ó 

>Then the police officer looked at the passenger and saw her shaking like a leaf.  

>óExcuse me, but whatõs wrong with your passenger?ó 

>óOh, thatõs probably because we just got off highway 205.ó 

Happy Trails,  



 

 

Safety Tips from Ken P.  Upcoming Events from Dan  S.  
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       As the past month was an unusually wet one ð including the day of our first Poker Run,  

       I came across this timely articleé.. 

 

Cornering In The Rain  

(Traction and Hydroplaning)  

By: James R. Davis  

 

Though it may be obvious to most of you it's not that obvious to some.  

 

There are many variables to take into consideration so there are no set answers but there are some 'rules of thumb' 

that we can talk about:  

 

On dry pavement  

¶ Your tire traction can handle up to about 1.1 g of acceleration  

When your tire demands exceed that amount of traction you skid which reduces their ability to handle acceleration 

by about 25% 

On wet (not standing water or with depth less than about 1/4 inch)  

¶ Your tire traction can usually handle up to about .8 g of acceleration  

When your tire demands exceed that amount of traction you skid which reduces their ability to handle acceleration 

by about HALF 

If standing water or depth greater than about 1/4 inch  

¶ Traction available at speeds less than about 50 MPH remains able to handle about .8 g acceleration (though I have 

low confidence in that number)  

When your tire demands exceed that amount of traction you HYDROPLANE which reduces their ability to handle ac-

celeration to essentially ZERO 

Hydroplaning is more probable  

¶ The faster you go  

¶ The wider your tires  

¶ The lower the air pressure in your tires  

The deeper the water is  

This is true regardless of whether you are accelerating (in a straight line or turning) or not.  

 

It is most likely that your front tire will hydroplane before the rear one does because you ride a single -track vehicle. 

That is, the front tire squeezes most of the water off the roadway by the time the rear tire gets there. But those of 

you who have put an extra wide tire (perhaps even automobile type) on the rear wheel will find that you have changed 

that dynamic. The odds of the rear tire hydroplaning first in that scenario goes up dramatically.  

 

One last thought ... water drainage on a freeway (any wide roadway, actually) drains to the right and that means that 

the depth of that water is greatest in the SLOWEST LANES. That should suggest that the odds of hydroplaning is 

about equal in every lane.  
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This is your club...supporting our rides shows strength in the fact that we are an active riding group! 

           A Heart full Thank you to Niagara HOG ® Family    

Mary and I would like to Thank All Niagara HOG ® Members for all the condolences , visits along with   personal-

ized cards,   we  really cannot say how much it has meant to Mary and I...  

Again we both thank you so very much.  

Dan & Mary Schaefer  

Event Date Location 

Weird Stuff Photo contest April 1 - Oct 31 Contact Dave Lamb & see flyer insert on web site 

Clare's Lucky 13 Bike Nights  June 2 - Aug 25 (every Thurs.) Clare's HD location NOTL 

Clare's Night of Thunder  Saturday, June 4 Welland County Speedway/NMR 

Niagara Chapter of HOG® BBQ Sunday, June 5th 1007 Hwy 8, Winona 

New Liskeard Bikers Reunion June 30 - July 4th contact George.K. -  gpk399@hotmail.com 

LCMC Show & Shine  Saturday, July 9 Club House 

Thunder in the Bay Provincial HOG® rally July 28 - 31 contact Sante. T. - sante.tonellato@sympatico.ca 

Memorial Ride for Sam Bielich Saturday, August 6th Contact Simo - details to follow 

Chapmans 2nd Annual Ride to A Cure  Saturday, August 13th  SBB, 443 Hwy #20 East Stoney Creek, Contact, Jolene 

Niagara Chapter of HOG® Summer Poker Run  Sunday, August 14 Clare's HD location NOTL 

Test Our Metal Harley Demo Rides  Thursday, August 18 Clare's HD location NOTL 

Ride to Camp Huronda Saturday, August 20  contact Rick -  rsp.irish@yahoo.ca 

Clare's Day Corn Roast & Bike Rodeo  Saturday, August  tba Clare's Fenwick location -details to follow 

Fenwick Lions Ride of the Flags Friday, September 16 Clare's Fenwick location -details to follow 

Biketoberfest & Harley Draw  Saturday, September 17 Lion's Park Fenwick, details to follow 

Roll the Dice to Biketoberfest Saturday, September 17 contact Rosaire, details to follow 

 Ride to Camp Huronda:  Summer Camp specifically designed for Children living with Juvenile Diabetes 

  Camp Huronda is the receiver of our fundraiser efforts 

  

Saturday, August 20th has been set as the day we can tour Camp Huronda in Hunstville. We had close to forty people attend the last visit we made to 

the camp. It is a great experience as well as a nice weekend away. Since Huntsville is a tourist town, it is extremely difficult to find a hotel that will rent 

for only Saturday night. |I have been in contact with the Highland Court Motel. They love hosting motorcyle riders and are willi ng to give us the room 

for just Saturday night, but we must book asap before the rooms start being taken. They have 20 rooms available for around $90/night( excellent for the 

summer season).  

 

 We will ride up early Saturday, visit the camp around 1:30 and then the rest of the day is free to visist the Huntsville area. Sunday's return will be 

much more relaxed as it only takes about three hours to ride home.  

 

 For further info, or to save a spot on the list, please e-mail me directly at rsp.irish@yahoo.ca.  The motel has a $10 cancellation fee, but if you wait and 

decide at a later time to attend you will have to take your chances on finding another vacancy somewhere. It is also possible to ride up, visit, and return 

home before it gets dark, but that eliminates the fun involved with getting away for a short weekend. Everyone who attended the last trip can tell you 

what a rewarding and fun trip it will be.  

 

 Please reply before  May 22. I will be making the final arrangements after the Legion run on May 21st ( more on that in a few days) Thanks.. 

 Rick Irish 

mailto:rsp.irish@yahoo.ca


       Ladies of Harley Ê  from Lorraine. E.  
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Contest  

NIAGARA CHAPTER OF H.O.G.® WEIRD STUFF PHOTO CONTEST  

     

We've all ridden by something weird on the side of the road. Here's a contest that will be fun all riding season.  

 

Simple rules. Between April 1, 2011 and October 31, 2011 take a photo of anything you think is strange during your 

travels this summer.  No limit to number of entries you submit.  (No photo of you or your bike, we already know that is 

weird).  

 

Submit the photo to Dave Lamb at ridefreeinc@hotmail.com and include your H.O.G .® membership number.  I will 

take all the entries and give each one a number. At the last November 2011 meeting the chapter members will vote for 

the strangest roadside attraction.  

 

Results and prize to be announced at the Chapter Christmas Party... 

    Thanks to all who came out to our Spring Poker Run. Although we didnõt have 

a large turnout, everyone came with their appetites for the Ladies of Harley® breakfast bbq of peameal 

bacon on a bun. There was plenty to go around and a little left over for me. (breakfast, lunch, and dinner 

for 2 days straight)  

I will be at Sherkston at the end of the month and will not be able to have my monthly raffle for a 

Harley gift. Rest assured I will be back for the end of June meeting, with a new and exciting gift to  

raffle off.  

mailto:ridefreeinc@hotmail.com
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Clareôs Corner 

Sponsoring Dealer  

Clareôs Harley Davidson  
 

590 York Rd.  
 Niagara -on-the-Lake 

Ontario L0S 1J0  
 

905 684-HOGS (4647) 
 

www.claresharleydavidson.com  

 

Need information on upcoming 

Clareôs eventsé.contact: 

lisa@clarescycle.com 



 

 

Secretaryôs report from Theresa. T. 
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What Niagara Chapter members have been up too...  
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What Niagara Chapter members have been up too...  
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B.R.O. Cover the Kids Ride 

Submitted by Rose 

 

 Before writing about the BRO ride on May 7th, I want to thank our club members who came out to our May 1st Poker Run.  

The weather was less than perfect, but still a good number came out to enjoy the camaraderie.  Dan did a great job coordinating the 

poker run for his first time.  Yes, some cut the ride short, others changed the route and some went home to get a car, but it was fun.  

The Clares joined us for supper and Randy rode in his first HOG® poker run. To prove there is a Biker Great Spirit, Donna Clare 

pulled the winning 50/50 ticket and it was Randyôs ticket. Voilaé.magic!!! 

 The BRO ride is always the first Saturday in May and usually the day before our Run, but not this year.  A fair number of 

Niagara H.O.G.È members met at Prudhommeôs in Vineland on Saturday morning to ride in together.  Jolene brought in a large num-

ber of Iron Riders from Hamilton and some of her lady friends from other clubs to join us. Tim Chapman was with them promoting the 

2nd Annual Chapman Ride.  Iôm certain a large number of Niagara H.O.G.È members will be attending that run again this year.  As 

we rode into Lakeside Park around 11:30, the sky was grey and the crowd not so large. Met a number of old friends from various clubs 

and the bikes kept riding in. When the pack left at 1:00 sharp from Lakeside Park in Port Dalhousie, we were 240 bikes strong. 

 BRO decided to block the intersections like in previous years and it went very smoothly.  We rode out of Port and down Lake-

shore with people waving and honking as our procession weaved its way to Niagara on the Lake.  The pack was about one mile long 

and was a big hit with all the tourists in town.  When we rode through Niagara Falls, visitors were video taping the ride and not the 

Fallségo figure.  Bikers are part of the Niagara Experience and ñpeople in the knowò should know and support these runs. 


