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      Congratulations Mr. John Clare, 

Our sponsor, for being inducted into the Canadian Motorcycle Hall of Fame. 

Your accomplishments are duly noted and acknowledged in the Niagara peninsula as 

well as all of Canada and on behalf of Niagara H.O.G.®, we sincerely congratulate 

you on your auspicious achievement. I personally congratulated John at the 1st Clareôs 

Thurs night event and asked him if he still rides the iron horse ? The look was price-

less. ñOf course I do, do I look like Iôm getting oldò ??? ñyesterday I rode to é and 

last week I rode toéò John certainly answered my question with the utmost enthusi-

asm and gentlemanly manner in classic John Clare style é. I loved it !  

It is sooo nice riding in warmer weather again. Great temps for the bikes run-

ning cool, leaves on the trees, and we have some of the finest scenic roads right in our 

own backyard. The Niagara pkwy, riding along Lake Erie to Lake Ontario, the upper 

escarpment, farm country; we are truly fortunate. You also know itôs riding season 

when you look at the calendar and almost every wkend is spoken for. There are so 

many choices, so many charity rides and each and every one of them are good causes. 

I envy the people in the southern states that can ride all year long and stretch out their 

charity event dates. 

The chapter BBQ at Sue Therrien and Brian Cocksô house in Winona was a 

huge success with over 60 people munching down on Jameôs culinary skills. Thank 

you Brian and Sue for hosting the BBQ for the 2nd year and all those people who 

helped out in the background. April and I arrived a little late as óshe was lostô, and 

thatôs my story and sticking to it. Personally I thought our timing was perfect as the 

road kill was just coming off the BBQ. The weather was ideal and the embellished 

road stories were flying high. It was also a high light for some members that the chap-

ter did an event ónorthô of Niagara Falls. I think I shouldôve won the award for longest 

distance travelled though, 2 İ hours from Fort Erie, mind you only itôs only an hour if 

you go directly to and from.  

As a reminder, after the next meeting we will be going for a chapter picture 

and hopefully everyone in the chapter will make it out, which would be over 170 

members. Now that would be a fantastic picture. Weôre planning on having a few 

cameras in attendance to hopefully capture the true spirit of our chapter. Also, to make 

it fair for everyone, if you wish to have your bike in the picture, youôll be able to put 

your name in the hat and weôll be drawing a couple of names for ófront row statusô.  

Until then, letôs ride, laugh, and have fun ! 

Director Len  
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Welcome new members !  

Note from Theresa...  

Lori & Terry 

Elizabeth & Pat 
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The Bear Report from Bear C.  
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Note from Theresa...  

    Hello HOG® Members: 

 

Jan and I just got back from AMERICADE in Lake George, NY.  We left on Monday and came back Friday.  We 

stayed on the main drag, in the village, at a place called ñSurfside on the Lakeò.  It was right on the lake and you 

could enjoy the beach, or the pool, or sitting out front watching the bikes go up and down Canada Street.  We joined 

about 35,000 other bike riders for the week.  The weather was extremely hot, so the drink of choice was water.  

When we did indulge in other cocktails, they had trolleys you could ride to any of the attractions.  I bumped into 

someone I knew staying at the hotel right across the street, Brian McCormack, our past rally director. 

 

All the major motorcycle manufacturers were there offering demo rides.  We shopped at TourExpo and bought some 

bling for the bike, and of course I told Jan, not too much!  Close by in Glen Falls, Jan found an outlet mall and of 

course a Walmart. 

 

Itôs nice to see the old guys smiling again, now that they have their new bikes.  Itôs always fun to see the grins on 

their faces.  I guess I have to keep writing to Santa. 

 

One more thing, I wanted to wish Lennie good luck with his new band ñPolka Kings Fiveò.  They got their first gig 

Friday nights at the Holiday Inn, famous for their deep fried muffins. 

 

 

Happy Trails 

Bear Cavanagh 

Assistant Director 

"As of June 15th, I will be using our website ( www.niagarahog.ca) to send out group emails. All you have to 

do is register on our website so you can access the Announcements Group. When I post an announcement 
about rides/events, you will then get a personal email telling you that there is a new announcement. You 

then go to our website & log in. Go to Announcement Group & voila! there's the announcement. If you have 
not registered, you will not be able to see the Members Only sections of our website: newsletters, announce-

ments etc. So if you haven't done that, please do that as soon as possible. 

 If you want me to send out info to the Chapter members, you still send me the info to my email 

(ttisdelle@cogeco.ca). I will then post it.  

  

So... just to recap... register to stay connected!  
 

Thanks, 
Theresaò 

 
To view or reply, log in and go to:  

http://niagarahog.ca/groups/announcements/  

http://www.niagarahog.ca
mailto:ttisdelle@cogeco.ca
http://niagarahog.ca/groups/announcements/


 

 

Safety Tips from Ken P.  Upcoming Events from Dan  S.  
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       This monthôs Safety Tip was sent to me from a member that came across this article and thought 

        it could be useful to others in the group.   It has some very good information ï thanks Dave for 

        taking the time to send it to meéé. 

 

Proper Braking (from Ride Like A Pro)  

 

I was asked recently by a friend who just purchased his first bike what is the most important safety tip you can give me? I 

thought for a second and answered, learning how to use your brakes. He looked at me as if I were kidding him. What's to it, 

he said, ya just stomp and squeeze just like in your car. That's the problem I said. Too many riders believe that, and coinci-

dentally, bikers crash way too often. You've all heard the story about the guy who had to "layer down" because somebody 

pulled out in front of him. What that actually means, is he panicked, locked the rear tire and the bike slid on the ground and 

stopped when it hit the vehicle or just before it hit the vehicle. In either case, the rider crashed in an attempt to avoid a crash. 

Ninety percent of the time, if the rider had braked properly in that situation, he would never have struck the vehicle. 

 

So, the question is, how do I minimize my chances of crashing into something? The answer is simple. Practice emergency, 

maximum braking. But, first there are a couple of things you need to know. Number 1: The front brake is 70% of your brak-

ing force. Due to that fact, you must put more pressure on the front brake than the rear brake. If you happen to lock the front 

tire, you must release it immediately then reapply it. Squeeze the front brake, don't grab it. If you lock the rear tire, don't re-

lease it. If you do, there's a good chance you will high side. With a motorcycle, you can still steer when the rear tire is locked 

and sliding. You must also remember that the motorcycle must be straight up when performing maximum braking. This is 

not to say that you can't brake with the bike leaned over in a turn, you can lightly brake with both brakes in that situation, but 

maximum braking must be done with the bike straight up.  

 

The point is, you must learn to modulate your brakes to keep from locking them and the only way to do that is to practice. 

Keep repeating to yourself, front brake, front brake. That will assist you in putting more pressure on the front brake than the 

rear brake.  

 

You should practice maximum braking from whatever speed you normally ride. I guarantee your bike will react differently 

when braking hard at 80mph than at 30mph. If you practice, then in an emergency situation, you will revert to your training, 

rather than dumb luck. The only other alternative is to buy a bike with anti-lock brakes, just remember, even with anti-lock 

brakes, the bike still has to be straight up to perform maximum braking. 

I would just like to thank everyone that could make it to the BBQ!  We couldnôt have asked for a better day, 

perfect weather for a ride and BBQ!   

A special thank you to everyone that helped out!  Thank you to Mary & Dan for making the salads and look-

ing after beer sales.  Thank you to Marie & Tony for helping us set up and especially for Marie cutting up 

the onions again :)  And thank you to Jame , for taking care of the BBQ-ing! We really appreciated all the 

help! 

 

Susan & Brian 
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This is your club...supporting our rides shows strength in the fact that we are an active riding group! 

 Ride to Camp Huronda:  Summer Camp specifically designed for Children living with Juvenile Diabetes 

  Camp Huronda is the receiver of our fundraiser efforts 

  

Saturday, August 20th has been set as the day we can tour Camp Huronda in Huntsville. We had close to forty people attend the last visit we made to 

the camp. It is a great experience as well as a nice weekend away. Since Huntsville is a tourist town, it is extremely difficult to find a hotel that will rent 

for only Saturday night. |I have been in contact with the Highland Court Motel. They love hosting motorcycle riders and are will ing to give us the room 

for just Saturday night, but we must book asap before the rooms start being taken. They have 20 rooms available for around $90/night( excellent for the 

summer season).  

 

 We will ride up early Saturday, visit the camp around 1:30 and then the rest of the day is free to visit the Huntsville area. Sunday's return will be much 

more relaxed as it only takes about three hours to ride home.  

 

 For further info, or to save a spot on the list, please e-mail me directly at rsp.irish@yahoo.ca.  The motel has a $10 cancellation fee, but if you wait and 

decide at a later time to attend you will have to take your chances on finding another vacancy somewhere. It is also possible to ride up, visit, and return 

home before it gets dark, but that eliminates the fun involved with getting away for a short weekend. Everyone who attended the last trip can tell you 

what a rewarding and fun trip it will be.  

 

 Please reply before  May 22. I will be making the final arrangements after the Legion run on May 21st ( more on that in a few days) Thanks.. 

 Rick Irish 

Event Date Location 

Weird Stuff Photo contest April 1 - Oct 31 Contact Dave Lamb & see flyer insert on web site 

Clare's Lucky 13 Bike Nights  June 2 - Aug 25 (every Thurs.) Clare's HD location NOTL 

New Liskeard Bikers Reunion June 30 - July 4th contact George.K. -  gpk399@hotmail.com 

LCMC Show & Shine  Saturday, July 9 Club House 

Thunder in the Bay Provincial HOG® rally July 28 - 31 contact Sante. T. - sante.tonellato@sympatico.ca 

Memorial Ride for Sam Bielich Saturday, August 6th Contact Simo - details to follow 

Chapmans 2nd Annual Ride to A Cure  Saturday, August 13th  SBB, 443 Hwy #20 East Stoney Creek, Contact, Jolene 

Niagara Chapter of HOG® Summer Poker Run  Sunday, August 14 Clare's HD location NOTL 

Test Our Metal Harley Demo Rides  Thursday, August 18 Clare's HD location NOTL 

Clare's Day Corn Roast & Bike Rodeo  Saturday, August  tba Clare's Fenwick location -details to follow 

Camp Huronda ,summer camp, Huntsville  Sat./Sun. August 20 Contact Rick Irish, Over night trip  

Fenwick Lions Ride of the Flags Friday, September 16 Clare's Fenwick location -details to follow 

Biketoberfest & Harley Draw  Saturday, September 17 Lion's Park Fenwick, details to follow 

Roll the Dice to Biketoberfest Saturday, September 17 contact Rosaire, details to follow 

Please donôt forget to purchase your tickets to win our awesome Niagara Chapter t-shirt quilt of 2011 !!!   

Tickets are 3 for $5.00     Proceeds are going to Camp Huronda for kids with diabetes. 

mailto:rsp.irish@yahoo.ca


       Ladies of Harley Ê  from Lorraine. E.  
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Contest  

NIAGARA CHAPTER OF H.O.G.® WEIRD STUFF PHOTO CONTEST  

     

We've all ridden by something weird on the side of the road. Here's a contest that will be fun all riding season.  

 

Simple rules. Between April 1, 2011 and October 31, 2011 take a photo of anything you think is strange during your 

travels this summer.  No limit to number of entries you submit.  (No photo of you or your bike, we already know that is 

weird).  

 

Submit the photo to Dave Lamb at ridefreeinc@hotmail.com and include your H.O.G .® membership number.  I will 

take all the entries and give each one a number. At the last November 2011 meeting the chapter members will vote for 

the strangest roadside attraction.  

 

Results and prize to be announced at the Chapter Christmas Party... 

    Well, I guess some of you want to know what happened on our Ladies of Harley® 

Sherkston weekend. Okay. Soé.it rained on Friday, rained some of the day Saturday, and was beautiful on Sun-

day. Is that what you wanted to know? No?  

ALRIGHT. We had a blast. The girls said it was one of the best weekends they had had since ahéélast year. 

There were lots of treats for the ladies, as well as games with lots of prizes, draws, and even an unscheduled jew-

elry party, courtesy of Marilyn (my sidekick). All in all a very relaxing and fun weekend. I have enclosed a few 

pictures of some of the fun we had. The rest of the weekend is a guarded secret. All the girls had to ñpinkie swearò 

that they would never tell. Soé.I guess youôll never know the ñrealò truth. You know the saying ñWhat happens 

in Sherkston, STAYS in Sherkston. Enjoy the photos. 

mailto:ridefreeinc@hotmail.com
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Clareôs Corner 

Sponsoring Dealer  

Clareôs Harley Davidson  
 

590 York Rd.  
 Niagara -on-the-Lake 

Ontario L0S 1J0  
 

905 684-HOGS (4647) 
 

www.claresharleydavidson.com  

 

Need information on upcoming 

Clareôs eventsé.contact: 

lisa@clarescycle.com 



 

 

Secretaryôs report from Theresa. T. 
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   Riding season is here but someone forgot to tell Mother Nature.  Our first Poker Run was a wash- 

   outéthe BRO Ride not too badé.then Port Dover was very iffy. 

 

 Friday the 13th in Dover turned out better than expected.  The OPP guestimated about 80,000 people so maybe 

60,000 bikesé.it was busy and nice and warm.  Thanks to members and others for dropping by cottage #13 for a visit.  Sat-

urday riding home was like being in London fogé.roads were wet and the air was damp and cold.  Next year there will be 3 

Friday the 13s. 

 We were happy to host the Old Glory Chapter from Laurel, Maryland and they were thrilled to participate in Rickôs 

Legion Ride.  About 20 Niagara members met at Timmyôs and rode to the Best Western in the Falls to meet the Maryland 

club.  They were 14 strong and pleased to see our group ride in.  We led them down the Parkway for a photo-op at the Floral 

Clocké.then down York to Clareôs for a short while. Another 30 members showed up for the run and off we went to Ridge-

ville to draw the first card.  We had a great group of 68 bikes and 75 people. The group got separated in the first 10 minutes 

and now we had two groups rollingé..Terry led the second group and met us at Netherby Road and Montroseé.perfect tim-

ing.  Lenny led the large group to the legion in Fort Erie so our guests could see Buffalo and the Peace Bridgeébut the fog 

was so thick that our friends could only see the top of the bridgeéto heaven. 

Rick led us down the Parkway to Chippawa for the final cards and great beef on the bun.  Congrats to Ken P for the best 

poker hand with a full houseéAces and 5s, to all the door prize winners and to Cindy from Maryland who won $54 in Left, 

Right, Center.  A special thanks to Rick for organizing a great ride and to our members for supporting us in hosting our 

Maryland guests. 

 Our next ride was after our general meeting for the Blessing of the Bikes at the Church of the Incarnation in Hamil-

ton.  We had a large number of members ride out for the Blessing and also for individual pictures with Father Charlie.  A 

special thanks to Father Charlie and to Claudette, the photographer, for their time and service to our Chapter.  The Bike 

Blessing was a Hamilton HOG event that we participated in faithfully and decided to keep up the tradition.  Next 

monthé.Gowanda Hollywood Happening, Clareôs Bike nights and other ridesé.Go well. 

Updates from Rosaire T.  
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