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    Hello HOG Members: 

 

 

2012 is here and in less than four months we should be back on the road.  I think 

some people have not taken their bikes off the road with our weather.  I first want 

to thank Len for his three years as Director.  While working with Len I have seen 

firsthand the time and effort put into making a chapter run smoothly.  He continu-

ously thought of plans and ideas and called looking for feedback.  Len, from my-

self and every member in the chapter we want to express our gratitude and appre-

ciation for your contributions.  I also want to acknowledge our past executive 

members:  Theresa, Lorraine, Patti, Dan, April, Nancy, Kim and Lee.  We thank 

you for your time and efforts to make our chapter better. 

 

If you didn’t come to the Montrose on New Year’s Eve, you missed a great party.  

There was a ton of food, good music, good company, party hats and noisemakers.  

Thanks to Val & Simo for hosting. 

 

There is many bike shows happening this month.  The Supershow at the Interna-

tional Centre was January 6, 7 & 8th.  Several of our members attended and 

thought it was a good show.  Hamilton is hosting a bike show on January 27, 28 & 

29th.  Clare’s HD is entering a display booth, so if you attend, be sure to stop and 

say hi. 

 

Bruce and I scheduled our first Road Captain’s meeting on January 11 and we 

should have many rides to pick from this season.  I am pleased to announce our 

head road captain for this year is Dave Lamb.  There are two primary executive 

positions still open, which are Secretary and Events Officer.  If you are interested 

please come and talk to me. 

 

Soon we’ll have warm weather and our bikes will be on the road again. 
 

Happy Trails 

Bear, Director 
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Director     
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Lorna T.    
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Photographers    
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George K. Gerald N. 
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Welcome new members ! 

       Congratulations to the new 2012 Executive! 
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 From the Assistant Director Bruce. B.      
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                     Clare’s Christmas Open House 

         

 

   Happy New Year Niagara H.O.G.® and welcome to 2012 the Year of the Dragon! 

 

I would like to thank those that supported me in the November elections. 
 

WOW! Can you believe it? It’s already January - three more months of winter and some of us are still riding our bikes! 

Even myself, I got the itch on New Year’s day. I went out and started up my bike thinking I would go for a ride and 

then it rained. This put a damper on my plans. Looking at the long range forecast I may be able to fulfill my thoughts 

of riding in the winter. 
 

I hope that everyone’s wishes came true at Christmas and received a new ride. I know Lenny, our past director, didn’t, 

but then again maybe he wasn’t a good boy. He’ll have to try harder this year to be good and maybe Santa will make 

his wish come true. 
 

I hope everyone that attended the Christmas party enjoyed the food and festivities. It was well organized by our com-

mittee and the prizes were numerous. Thank goodness Theresa was there to guide Rosaire through handing out the 

prizes as he was having difficulty doing it on his own. New Year’s Eve – another success. More food than you could 

believe. Thanks to Simo and Val and all the people that brought food. 
 

This year looks like an exciting and busy year. I’m looking forward to assisting our new director, The Bear, and work-

ing with the new executive and our Niagara H.O.G.® family. 
 

Happy trails to you, until we meet again - ride safe, 

Assistant Director Bruce Bissell 

By Rosaire Tisdelle 

 

On Saturday December 3, Clare’s Harley Davidson of Niagara hosted their 

annual Open House and it was a busy place. Santa made a cameo appearance to see all 

the good boys and girls buying Christmas gifts ,like H. D. ornaments, for each other and enjoying the festive atmos-

phere. The maintenance shop was open for a walk-about. 

Brother’s Keeper had a display inviting riders to their first annual Burn Run on June 9th.  The Fabulous Fenwick Lion’s 

Club had tickets on sale for their annual bike draw.  This year, being their 10th anniversary, they have a beautiful 

Screaming Eagle that will be raffled off at Biketoberfest, and I have already bought the winning ticket. 

Niagara HOG was in their usual corner and had plenty of finger food available.  They were selling tickets on a 

H.D. t-shirt quilt that was raffled of the next week-end at their annual Christmas dinner/dance. The proceeds from their 

annual fund raiser goes to Camp Huronda, a juvenile diabetes camp for young people to help learn how to deal with 

their diabetes.  A $5000 donation was made to the Canadian Diabetes Society, Camp Huronda, that afternoon.  With 

three Friday the Thirteens in 2012, Niagara HOG will be making one more and probably their last t-shirt quilt.  Many 

thanks to Clare’s of Port Dover, the Port Dover Legion, the Norfolk, Angelo’s, the Surf Shop, Rider’s Mag and On the 

Fringe for donating Friday the 13th t-shirts that will be made into a one-of-a-kind quilt. 

John and Randy Clare were pleased to see the number of people coming and going and wished everyone a Merry 

Christmas and Healthy Harley New Year. 



 

 

Safety Tips from Ken P.   Road Captain news from Dave L. 
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Leadership 

A function of Behavior 
 

By: James R. Davis 

 

For those of you that have done any group riding there is no doubt in your mind about whether the group 

leader was the first bike in line or somebody else. For those that have not done so, I'd like to explain some re-

alities. 

 

While it is normal that the 'Road Captain' or 'Group Leader' rides in the first position of the group - they, after 

all, are responsible for establishing route and stops, etc. - just because the first bike is thought of as the 'leader', 

it ain't necessarily so. And THAT could be dangerous! 

 

An example might show you what I mean. A few years ago a group of bikes was on a ride and along the way 

the lead bike missed an expected left turn. Instead of using his CB to 'explain' (change of plan or a problem 

with the road they were going to turn on, etc.), his assumption was that as he was the lead bike all other bikes 

would simply follow him. They didn't. The second bike in line recognized the missed turn and decided to turn 

left and 'save the group from having to make a U-turn.' THAT'S MUTINY! And if you doubt it's dangerous, 

consider that the third bike, not knowing who the real leader of the group was, became so confused that she ran 

straight into the side of the second bike and the bike behind her very nearly ran into her. 

 

(The lady was confused because the leader failed to identify himself - she had an accident because she was 

traveling too close to the bike ahead of her.) 

 

So, who IS the actual leader? Why should there be any question about it? A leader evidences leadership! Be-

fore the ride begins the 'leader' hosts a pre-ride briefing and explains the 'rules' - what signals they will use, 

what route they expect to take, who the drag bike will be for their group, how the group makes lane changes, 

how any member of the group can cause the group to make a stop, etc. Then, the leader tells the group where 

they are to line up in preparation for their departure. 

 

By virtue of the members of the group lining up as instructed THEY HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED both the 

leadership of the person who hosted the meeting and that they intend to follow the rules. 

 

In the example I gave above the lady was the cause of the accident - the 'Prime Directive' in any group ride is 

"DO NOT HIT THE BIKE AHEAD OF YOU." The proper thing for all riders in the group to have done was 

to follow the lead bike - unless it was into danger. At a later time when everybody is off their bikes there 

would no doubt be some good natured ribbing going on about unannounced change of plans. And, had the 

number 2 bike done as he did - decide to make a turn on his own - then all bikes that were behind him should 

have let him go and continued following the LEADER. 

 

'Power' is derived from position. 'Authority' is derived from title. 'Leadership' is derived from behavior. 
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This is your club...supporting our rides shows strength in the fact that we are an active riding group! 

 Congratulations to the new officers of Niagara H.O.G.® .  

 

There is a fresh feel about this new executive, and a sense of new adventure in the air.  

The road captains are looking forward to an exciting season in 2012, and have already started planning for 

the riding season. Listed is the first draft of the rides being proposed. As well as the traditional events you 

will please note the new rides being planned and prepared. Some rides will take place on a Saturday, some 

on a Sunday and even some on a weekday for those of us with idle time on our hands.  

Event Date Location 

Fish Fry Friday, January 20th Simo's 

W.C.M.C. Poki-Barbi-Dan April 28. Welland, ON 

B.R.O. Cover The Kids Ride May 5.   

Niagara H.O.G.® Spring Poker Run May 6.   

Niagara H.O.G.® BBQ (tentative) June 3.   

C.V.M.G. Vintage motorcycle show June 16. Paris, ON and Drumbo Pub 

Biker’s Reunion New Liskeard June 29 - July 1   

Ontario H.O.G.® Rally July 26 - 29 Windsor, ON 

Sam Beilich Memorial Ride August 4.   

Niagara H.O.G.® Poker Run August ?  tba   

Vic Figler Memorial Ride to Gowanda NY Open House September 8. tentative date 

Niagara H.O.G.® Dice Run to Biketoberfest September 15.   

Other Regular Events:  

Terry Harris Ride to the Carolina’s  

Friday night rides  

Clare’s Bike nights, NOL  

Lincoln County Show and Shine, Beamsville  

  

  

New Events (to be confirmed):  

Mid-week rides will be avaiolable  

Harley’s By The Beach, Grand Bend ON  Jun 16-17  

Erie Shoreline Ride, Port Stanley to Port Dover  

Brantford Casino Ride and China King restaurant and patio 

Rocky’s H-D London  

Grand River H.O.G.® meet and ride  

Emporium PA weekend ride  

Pelee Island weekend ride  



Updates from Rosaire. T... 
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Niagara HOG 2011 Christmas Dinner/Dance 

By Rose, PR guy 
 

 What a great way to end another year of riding and being a club!  We had over 100 people join us for 

our annual Christmas Dinner/Dance and the band played on…Gino, the one man band that is.  We only had a 

few members join us at the Thorold Legion this year probably because Clare’s Open house was on Dec. 3rd 

and we had our party on Dec. 10th.  Club Capri is already booked for Dec.15, 2012 and we were lucky to get 

that date because all the other Saturdays in Dec. were already reserved. 

 

 A special thanks to the club members who brought finger food for our little social gathering before din-

ner. It was kind of all of you to prepare something especially at such a busy time of the year. Thanks to the 

Clare family for their generosity and to our own executive for allocating some funds to fill the gift table with 

great stuff.  Thanks to Marianne and Theresa for bagging and arranging the gift table…it looked great.  Thanks 

to Carmen R. for providing poinsettias for each table and a large one for the prize table.  Thanks to Mike L. for 

donating two steel sculptures that were great prizes.  Thanks to Lorraine for adding a special touch to the poin-

settias by making centre pieces around them and for her donation of a towel cake for the prize table.  You can 

see by all the “thank yous” that a lot of people were involved in making this a great party for our members and 

friends.  Unfortunately, we could not put a bottle of red and white wine on each table this year because the 

Liquor Control Board had visited Bernie the week before.  We will get a licence next time so we will be able 

to do it legally.  Thanks to Simo and Val for donating the wine again this year…I hope the offer will still stand 

next December……the red wine was great. 

 

 Here are the winners of the bigger gifts that were raffled off with the 50/50 draw tickets.  By the way…

the $ raised by the 50/50 put us in the black…the club made $10 after paying all the expenses of the hall, din-

ners, the band, finger food, bags, gifts, centre pieces and whatever else we had to pay for. 

 

 

Large Poinsettia…….Karen B.    H.D. BBQ in bag…….Dom M. 

Winter Scene……… Ken B.     Mustang sculpture……John M. 

Towel cake………… Linda P. 

50/50 of $165……… Annette S….it was great to see our former members Ralph &Annette…great surprise 

Rich. 

And the winner of the 2011 quilt is…..Marion R.  

 

Thanks to Carmen for paying our trip down to Florida to deliver the quilt to Marion in person (LOL). 

 

 

Go well everyone and hope to see you on the road in early spring if not sooner. 



 

 

 

Need information on upcoming Clare’s 

events….contact: 

lisa@clarescycle.com 
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Clare’s Corner 

Sponsoring Dealer 

Clareôs Harley Davidson  
 

590 York Rd. 
 Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Ontario L0S 1J0 
 

905 684-HOGS (4647) 
 

www.claresharleydavidson.com 



 

 

Christmas party! 
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New Years Eve at the Montrose! 



 

 

Well… I didn’t think I would get it done in time for the first of three,  Friday the 13th events this 

year, but I hauled butt and got ’er done!    It’s a bit larger then usual, 93 x 111.  Big enough to fit 

a queen size bed.  

 

I would like to thank Rosaire for all his 

hard work, running around collecting 

and delivering the shirts to me!  Your 

time and dedication is very much ap-

preciated by myself and this chapter!  

 

And thanks  to Bear and Rosaire for 

taking it up the coldest Friday the 13th 

event for this year! 

 

Thanks again...  

Susan T 
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Christmas party! Quilt update... 

Friday the 13th… brrrrr ! 



 

 

 Ladies of HarleyÊ  from Lorna. T. Secretary’s report from Theresa. T. 
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 Ladies of HarleyÊ  from Lorna. T. 
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For Sale: 

  1994 Heritage Softail Classic 

  August 2011-New cam, race K&N air filter kit 

  August 2011-New base gasket and Screaming Eagle spark plugs & wires 

  Solo seat (will include original passenger back seat), Luggage rack, Hard Bags, Fat Boy                          

handle bars, Custom Floor Boards. 

  Please contact Jolene for price: 905-741-8891 

FOR SALE:       MOTORCYCLE LIFT 1500 lb capacity  $50.00 call Mark 905-735-4091 

For Sale 1940 HD Knucklehead   

Plus all original parts to numerous to mention.  

Asking $30,000 or best offer.  

Contact Bruce.   ridge-lo@cogeco.net 

   Dear H.O.G.®  members! 

 

   Let me start by wishing everyone a wonderful New Year.  May you and your family be 

blessed in all that you do. 

 

For those of you who don't know me, my name is Lorna Thompson and I joined as a H.O.G.®  member for-

mally last year, but was introduced to hog by my significant other Jim the summer before!  I have been riding 

a few years now and purchased my first Harley last Christmas. No it wasn't a Christmas gift to myself, but 

more like a celebration gift to me.  I have lived most of my life in Niagara Falls.  I have two teenage boys who 

are polar opposites of each other, and keep me busy! 

 

Id like to take this opportunity here in the news letter to thank Lorraine for doing all that she has done over the 

last few years as Mrs. Ladies of Harley.  Lorraine has done and started many great things for Ladies of 

Harley.  I can only hope to do as good  of job as Lorraine has done.  It is my hope that I can continue on with 

many of these great things and maybe add a few new idea's. If anyone has any idea's or suggestions I would 

love to hear them. 

 

As we all settle into what has started off to be a great winter, and I hope remains this way until 

spring.  Enjoy the motorcycle shows, visit's to the Clare's store to chat with friends, and time spent tweaking 

your bikes until you can get them out on the road again.   Speaking of, I wonder if anyone is going to Dover? 



 

 

Misc... 
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Serving the Niagara Peninsula for over 17 years 


