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    Hello H.O.G.®  Members: 

 

 

I’m feeling better now that I got through the first meeting.  I had several threats 

about heckling me and was relieved it didn’t happen.  Although I did have to 

threaten Jan saying all her purses were going to the dump if she followed through!  

We had 85 people at the general meeting and it was great to see so many in atten-

dance.  We all had quite the surprise driving to the Montrose, but a snow storm 

didn’t keep us away.  Thanks to all the new executive for their contributions to a 

successful start to the year. 

 

Hamilton held a Motorcycle Show on January 27, 28 & 29.  This was the first in 

many years.  Some of our member attended and had mixed reviews.  I definitely 

got the message that it wasn’t the best show they had been to. 

 

Date booked for Greg Frewin Magic Show is Thursday, March 22nd. In Niag-

ara Falls, dinner @ 6:30 / show @ 8:00.  More information will be sent out... 

They have a buffet dinner and then you watch the show.  Greg is a fabulous magi-

cian.  He worked in Las Vegas for many years with Siegfried & Roy and David 

Copperfield.   

 

We had the new Friday the 13th Quilt at our breakfast and it has to be the best one 

yet!  We are very excited and confident the tickets will sell easily and quickly.  

Thanks to all who donated shirts and a special thank you to Susan for the hours 

spent making this quilt.   

 

On Friday January 20 I joined several of our members at Simo’s.  Val cooked Fish 

& Chips and we socialized, had refreshments and ate good food.  It was an enjoy-

able evening with lots of tall tales and laughs. 

 

Happy Trails,   

Bear, 

Director. 
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Welcome new members ! 

 

 

It’s that time… have you renewed your 2012 membership? 

We encourage all members to pay their dues of $20.00 

before the April 1st deadline.  

  

Please see our Membership Officer Darlene, at the next 

general meeting or email Membership@niagarahog.ca 

 

Unpaid members will not have access to website or be 

able to attend Chapter bbqs or receive Chapter emails. 

Cathy & Doug S. 

Dom M (no picture available) 

A special thank you to Julie B for 

coming forward  and taking the 

Secretary position for our execu-

tive team this year!    
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 From the Assistant Director Bruce. B.      
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   Greetings Niagara H.O.G.®, 

 

It was nice to see so many members and guests out to our first breakfast meeting for 2012.  Can you believe it’s almost 

the end of February already? Where did the winter go? 

I bring good news to our membership. According to Fenwick Flossie, our local rodent, spring is just around the corner. 

By saying this, with the list of exciting rides we have planned for this year, you should be getting your ride ready. 

February is known as the sweet and loving month of the year, so I hope you haven’t forgot to get your better half a great 

big piece of chocolate, like we really need it. If that isn’t enough, I hope you pigged out at the Fabulous Fenwick Lions 

Ribfest to satisfy your taste buds. 

Just a reminder, you may want to attend the Toronto International Spring Motorcycle Show at the Toronto International 

Centre March 17 and 18. 

Don’t forget to register for the Provincial Rally in Windsor, it promises to be a good time and we’d like to have a good 

turnout from our Chapter. 

Happy trails to you, until we meet again - ride safe, 

Assistant Director Bruce Bissell 

 Member news…  

Beau had surgery on the 7th for lung cancer, the sur-

gery went well!   Beau says that they got it all  and he 

is going home in 3 to 4 days. 

Thanks for the update Denise... 

Bill and Carmen...enjoying the 

weather  & riding in sunny Florida! 

Marie trading in 2 wheels for 2 

blades and enjoying a tradi-

tional Canadian winter activity. 

Proud Santa! 
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Collaborative Group Riding 

Ride Your Own Ride AND Respect The Others 
 

By: James R. Davis 

 

 

When you ride in a group it is unquestionably your first priority to take care of yourself - to ride within your 

limits and the limits of your bike, regardless of what the rest of the group does. That's often been described as 

'Riding your own ride'. 

 

But you ARE in a group and that means some new responsibilities and behaviors apply. You ride at the speed 

the group rides, you stay in the lanes chosen by the lead bike, You stop when and where the group stops. 

Sounds a lot like you are riding THEIR ride as much as your own, doesn't it? 

 

When riding in a group there is certainly some team work going on, but each and every person in that group is 

expected to 'ride their own ride'. Doesn't that sound just a little bit different to you than each person being ex-

pected to do whatever it takes to make the team effort successful? 

 

In collaborative efforts the assumption is that each individual is expert/proficient in some specialty while gen-

erally being able to function in team efforts. That is a very subtle difference in attitude. For example, in a col-

laborative effort, it is not unusual to find debate about what should be done next as each individual contributes 

based on their expertise. What IS unusual in a collaborative effort is that there is any rancor in these debates 

[well, there are sometimes rather harsh arguments, but the point is that each member is heard and contributes 

based on their specialty.] Each member RESPECTS the expertise of the other members and will generally de-

fer gracefully to that expertise. Further, in a collaborative effort the group will do what the boss (lead bike) 

tells them to do unless there is a good reason not to. 

 

The result is that almost invariably you have the best of the best from the best, though it looks like team work. 

 

Back to motorcycling in a group ... some in the group have more stamina, some have better night vision, some 

have better navigation skills, some have better familiarity with the surroundings, some have better emergency 

preparedness or EMS training, some are better diplomats. You get the picture. 

 

Respecting the skills and uniquenesses of each of the rest of the team results in getting the best of the best from 

the best. Respecting yourself is riding your own ride. Respecting the others is collaborative group riding. The 

group leader/road Captain in a well functioning collaborative effort has certain responsibilities, each of the rest 

have theirs, and with respect, together they all decide on the best way to do things for the group. 

 

Rather than the lead bike making all the decisions for the group, in a collaborative effort, he/she will consult 

with the others and give serious consideration to the expertise therein. Strategic decisions (destination) remain 

the leader's responsibility while tactical decisions (how) might well come from the members. Dictatorship it's 

not. Nor is it a drill team. Rather, it is a group of 'professionals' engaged in a cooperative effort designed for 

the benefit of all. Safe arrival and a good time with maximum contribution and participation by each may look 

like team work, but is more.        Ride smart. 
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This is your club...supporting our rides shows strength in the fact that we are an active riding group! 

    

     Another month closer to riding season and the riding events are accumulating!  

We will be planning our first poker run soon; it’s exciting to think about it.  Please note there are 8, yes 8 road 

captains to see us safely through the season, of which I am merely the advocate.  They are George K., Dave B., 

Jim R., Simo B., Carmen R., Gerald N. (who?), and Sante T.   

Some events have been assigned to various road captains; there will be more to come… 

Event Date Location 

W.C.M.C. Poki-Barbi-Dan April 28. Welland, ON 

Blessing of the Bikes April 29. please contact Rosaire 

B.R.O. Cover The Kids Ride May 5. ride details at: www.bro.on.ca 

Niagara H.O.G.®  Spring Poker Run May 6. Registration 10-noon at Clare's HD NOTL location 

Ladies of Harley® Sherkston weekend May 25, 26, 27. please contact Lorna T. 

Niagara H.O.G.®  BBQ (tentative) June 3. contact Bruce B. 

Brother's Keepers Burn Run June 9. ride details at: www.brotherskeepersmcjordan.ca 

C.V.M.G. Vintage motorcycle show June 16. Paris, ON and Drumbo Pub 

Biker’s Reunion New Liskeard June 29 - July 1 please contact George K. 

Lincoln County Show and Shine, Beamsville July 7. Beamsville,  ON 

Ontario H.O.G.®  Rally July 26 - 29 Windsor, ON 

Sam Beilich Memorial Ride August 4. contact Simo B. 

Niagara H.O.G.®  Poker Run August 12. Registration 10-noon at Clare's HD NOTL location 

Vic Figler Memorial Ride to Gowanda NY Open House September 8. Gowanda, NY 

Niagara H.O.G.®  Dice Run to Biketoberfest September 15. Centennial Park Fenwick, details tba 

Events (to be confirmed): 

Camp Huronda ride 

Friday night ice cream rides by Dave B. 

H.O.G.®  New Jersey ride 

Mid-week rides will be available by Carm R. 

Harley’s By The Beach, Grand Bend ON  Jun 16-17 by Dave L 

Erie Shoreline Ride, Port Stanley to Port Dover by Dave L. 

Brantford Casino Ride and China King restaurant 

Rocky’s H-D London 

Terry Harris Ride to the Carolina’s 

Grand River H.O.G.®  meet and ride 

Emporium PA weekend ride 

Pelee Island weekend ride 

Sante's Carlisle PA ride July 19 

Note from Sante regarding Ontario H.O.G.®  Rally:  

reminder that the rooms are being removed from the 
Chapters holding list and are being released back to 
the front desk at the RIVERSIDE 



Updates from Rosaire. T... 
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January Bike Shows, Friday the 13th and more 

Rose, PR Guy 

 Who says January is a quiet month?  I got out for a ride one time in January and if this day keeps going 

in the right direction, I’ll be going for a Super Bowl Ride.  We started the month with a New Year’s Eve party 

at the Club House…thanks Val and Simo… it was a fun night and a great way to kick off 2012.  The pot-luck 

dinner was a success and fun was had by all. 

 

  A group of us went to Toronto for the International Bike Show…same old stuff with less costume 

bikes on display and Simo wanted to buy a chopper.  On January 28th, I met some H.O.G.®  members at the 

“NEW” World of Motorcycles bike show in Hamilton.  I can’t say “same old” because it is a brand new show 

but the venue was small and the same old vendors were trying to peddle their same old stuff.  Bruce borrowed 

a Harley Davidson sign so the Fabulous Fenwick Lion’s Club could put together a nice display to sell tickets 

on their bike.  Niagara HOG had flyers available for the Spring Poker Run.  Clare’s display was across the 

aisle and was very impressive.  Randy rented a large HD display from Rocky’s and brought up a dozen bikes 

so it was looking good. 

 

Bernie and I decided to cut the show short and go to A & L Cycles on Main St., Hamilton.  In my hum-

ble opinion, it was better than the show.  Al and his wife have been collecting for over 40 years and they have 

a great display of motorcycle paraphernalia upstairs.  They even have a copy of a one issue only Harley-

Davidson comic book.  I figure that’s worth a few bucks……YUP!!!! 

 

January was a pretty nice month…except for Friday the 13th!!! 

Bear, Ken and I went into Dover around noon and surprisingly it was a busy place even with the terrible 

weather.  We saw only a few bikes but the bars were full and happening.  To be continued…… 
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Clare’s Corner 

Sponsoring Dealer 

Clare’s Harley Davidson  
 

590 York Rd. 
 Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Ontario L0S 1J0 
 

905 684-HOGS (4647) 
 

www.claresharleydavidson.com 

STORE HOURS 

Sunday CLOSED 

Monday CLOSED 

Tuesday 8:00 - 6:00  

Wednesday 8:00 - 6:00  

Thursday 8:00 - 6:00 

Friday 8:00 - 6:00 

Saturday 8:00 - 4:00  

 

Need information on upcoming Clare’s 

events….contact: 

lisa@clarescycle.com 



 

 

Road dirt... 
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Last year we had some fun with weird stuff that was photographed by Niagara H.O.G.®   

members.  For 2012, the challenge has returned as “Road Dirt”.  

Beginning April 1 and finishing October 31, please photograph and submit any odd and 

unusual items that you come across on your rides and trips.  No pictures of your bikes 

or person, although that may be counted as oddities to some.  

 Please forward to ridefreeinc@hotmail.com .   

We hope to have the Niagara H.O.G.®  members judge the photos at season end. 

flyers... 

mailto:ridefreeinc@hotmail.com
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Road dirt... Quilt update... 

January, Friday the 13th  

Rose, PR guy 

 

 January was a quiet month until all hell broke loose on Friday the 13th with the worst snow storm of the 

winter…so far.  Bear, Ken and I drove up to Dover and the weather actually got better in the Jarvis area.  Our 

first stop, after lunch, was Clare’s of  P.D. and I was on a mission.  I wanted to bring the quilt into Dover to 

show our generous supporters what a great job Susan did.  I also had a couple of books of raffle tickets to give 

them, to say thanks for the t-shirt donations.   

 Randy, Robin and Mark were there visiting the store so it was perfect timing to show off the quilt.  Gail 

wanted to keep the quilt and put it up in the store right there and then. Gail and one of her helpers filled in the 

tickets and off we went to our next stop….the Legion. 

 At the Legion, the gentleman that designed the Legion’s T-shirts was there and was really proud to see 

two of his designs on the quilt.  People started coming over and wanted to buy tickets. We were invited back for 

April and July to show the quilt and sell tickets.  By the end of the day we sold 10 books of tickets…not bad for 

a crummy day. 

 Next stop, Angelo’s and the place was a rocking.  Too crowded and busy to pull the quilt out but they did 

fill in a book of tickets and off we went to On the Fringe. Eleana was there and was pleased to see a couple of 

her t-shirts on the quilt.  We were on our way to the Norfolk when someone asked us to come back in to show 

the quilt again. 

 At the Norfolk, we were able to set the quilt out and sell tickets. The owner invited us back to set up and 

sell tickets anytime we want.  What a great reception.  We still need to stop by a couple of other places that we 

missed on this visit. 

 Thanks again to all the supporters that donated t-shirts and a special huge thank you to Susan for working 

so hard to get the quilt ready for January 13th.  What day is Friday the 13th on in April????  

 

 Get your tickets for this one of a 

kind...Friday the 13th quilt!  It is a 

queen size  quilt (93 x 111”)  

 

3 tickets for only $5.00 

 

Lets help support Camp Huronda!  

This is a camp run by Canadian Dia-

betes Foundation for children living 

with diabetes. It is an exceptional fa-

cility where kids learn to live a life-

style that will keep them healthy & 

have fun while doing so.  
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For Sale: 

  1994 Heritage Softail Classic 

  August 2011-New cam, race K&N air filter kit 

  August 2011-New base gasket and Screaming Eagle spark plugs & wires 

  Solo seat (will include original passenger back seat), Luggage rack, Hard Bags, Fat Boy                          

handle bars, Custom Floor Boards. 

  Please contact Jolene for price: 905-741-8891 

FOR SALE:       MOTORCYCLE LIFT 1500 lb capacity  $50.00 call Mark 905-735-4091 

For Sale 1940 HD Knucklehead   

Plus all original parts to numerous to mention.  

Asking $30,000 or best offer.  

Contact Bruce.   ridge-lo@cogeco.net 

Hello to all!  

 

What a great first meeting of H.O.G.®  !   Apparently there was a large snow cloud over Niagara, but only 

Niagara.  Despite that it was a great turn out.  

 

I would just like to say thank you to everyone for supporting the Ladies of Harley draw and the 

50/50.  What a great success for the first one.  

 

The information is starting to come in for the fabulous weekend away at Sherkston.  Again it promises to 

be a great weekend away with loads of fun! I've already had some girls inquiring and once I have the in-

formation I will share it with  all you ladies! 

 

FYI  we will once again be lamination membership cards at February meeting. 

 

Thanks again for all your support! 



 

 
Please contact George K. for more information... 

Misc... 
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Serving the Niagara Peninsula for over 17 years 


